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March 14, 2020 
 

RE: ASSOCIATIONS AND COVID-19 VIRUS  
 

Dear Board of Directors and Management: 
 

With an estimated 20 million Florida residents living in relatively close quarters in 

Condominiums, Cooperatives, and Subdivisions, many of which with shared common areas, it’s 

quite understandable there is a rising concern and heightened anxiety about contracting the 

coronavirus (herein “COVID-19 virus”). 
 

As many of you may know from news coverage, the World Health Organization (WHO) 

has recently identified the COVID-19 virus as a global pandemic. On March 13, 2020, the Trump 

administration declared a National State of Emergency freeing up federal funds and removing a 

number of legal barriers that limit the activities and practices of hospitals, doctors, and other 

healthcare providers, including home health professionals. 
 

 

 

On the state level, Governor Ron Desantis recently issued Executive Order Number 20-

52, declaring a state of emergency in the State of Florida.  In addition to providing helpful guidance 

on COVID-19, this declaration also activates certain Association Emergency Powers pursuant to 

Sections 718.1265 (Condominiums), 719.128 (Cooperatives), and 720.316 (Subdivisions), Florida 

Statutes.  While these statutory sections were enacted with hurricanes and other natural disasters 

in mind, the Division of Condominiums, Timeshares, and Mobile Homes has concluded that the 

Governor’s state of emergency declaration permits Associations to utilize these Association 

Emergency Powers when reasonably necessary to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the 

Association, its Members, and the family members, tenants, guests, agents or invitees of its 

Members.   



 

 

Amongst the Association Emergency Powers available the Board of Directors triggered by 

the Governor’s state of emergency declaration are the power to:  
 

1) conduct board, committee, and membership meetings with notice given as practicable;  
 

2) cancel and reschedule Association Member, Board, and Committee meetings; 
 

3) implement disaster plans before, during, or immediately following the event for which the 

state of emergency is declared. 
 

Many Associations are considering a number of administrative precautions, such as: a) 

holding telephonic/televised meetings in lieu of in-person meetings, b) adopting electronic voting 

procedures in an effort to avoid exposure to the COVID-19 virus, c) implementing enhanced 

cleaning and sanitizing of all common areas, with specific attention on any hard, touchable surfaces 

in lobbies, elevators, gym, pool, clubhouse and restrooms, d) installing hand sanitizer stations, and 

e) adopting safety protocols for paper ballot counting (e.g., providing rubber gloves and imposing 

distancing requirements).   
 

In addition, a number of Associations are considering the adoption of policies that: a) 

temporarily cancel Association sponsored/organized events (e.g., card games, social hours, and 

yoga); b) prohibit private social gathers in common areas such as the clubhouse (e.g., birthday or 

going away parties), and c) impose additional regulations on the use of other common area 

facilities (e.g., shortened hours, limiting the number of users and limiting/prohibiting high-risk 

activities).   

 

Each Association’s Board of Directors should work with its legal counsel to determine 

which of these and other administrative precautions and policies will adequately address the unique 

needs of their community and which will best protect the health, safety, and welfare of the 

Association, its Members, and the family members, tenants, guests, agents or invitees of its 

Members.  It is also vital that each Association and its Members stay apprised of updates issued 

by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Florida Department of Health.  The 

websites and contact numbers for these important Federal and State governmental agencies are: 
 

 

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html  

(800) 232-4636 
 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/COVID-19/  

(866) 779-6121 
 

 

The following easy to read graphical guides prepared by the Center for Disease Control 

and Florida Department of Health, which provide helpful information on the prevention and spread 

of COVID-19, protocols for gatherings, guidance on social distancing, and symptom identification.  

Additional information and guides can also be found on their websites.  These guides are 

appropriate for posting on any Association bulletin board, the Association’s website, in any high 

traffic common area, or any common area in which transmission of COVID-19 is likely to be 

elevated, such as restrooms, gyms, changing rooms, and/or elevators.     

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/COVID-19/


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


